Friends of Fir Bank
2016-2017
I have written a few of these reports now and I am just thinking about what made last year special. We do
have a well established program of events which have become traditions in the life at Fir Bank. This also
means that we are well organized and can fit our volunteering work in with other commitments.
It is amazing that the profit at most events seems to be increasing year by year even though we are not
doing anything fundamentally different. We are grateful for the generosity that everybody shows.
Nevertheless we do like to come up with new ideas to keep things interesting. One such idea was the
‘hundred club’, a monthly prize draw that should have provided some good funds while parents had the
chance of winning some money back. The cost was £12 per year for the individual. The success of the
scheme was dependent of a large number of people joining, in order to maximize the pay out. We managed
to attract about 25 members, which meant that whoever won only just got their money back. Regrettably
we made the decision to close the club because the effort required to run the scheme is higher than
organizing a social event for the children, which would bring the same return.
Another new idea was the ‘film night’ which went down a treat with the children. We have only run it for
key stage 1 so far but the feedback was 100 % positive. We will organize this again, next time for key stage
2 with an age appropriate movie.
Highlights
The Halloween Disco starts our season off with lots of fun and games. Wrapping the mummy was as
popular as ever, as Mr Pecket and Mr Gordon can testify.
The special attraction of the Christmas Market was the snow globe, which the kids absolutely loved. Lucy
had managed to win the hire of it for free, which was amazing. It is great to see the entrepreneurship of
each of the classes, selling their fares.
In May we repeated the Bags for School fundraising event and we were very grateful for the many
donations of clothing that had been received.
The weather meant well for the Summer Ball allowing us to put up the bouncy castle. We usually take
pictures for the year six children so they can keep it as a special memento, but times change and the kids
took selfies on their phones using the silly props that we put out.
Spending & banking
Spending
Contribution to Visits/Visitors

£1400.00

This is our biggest spending item, which may not be very visible in physical terms, but through this
contribution we can ensure that all the planned trips can happen and don’t need to be cancelled due to lack
of funding. Trips and special events are such enrichment to the children’s learning and it is great to hear
their excited stories, when they come back from somewhere they have not been to before.
Sports leader kit

£112.50

The sports leader kit is given to children in year 6 which take part in the sports leader program. The kit
helps them establish their identity as sports leader and gives them recognition.

Unrestricted

We had pledged money to the school council for the play equipment that has been installed on the junior
playground. The contribution of £3500 will be paid under the 2017/18 expenditure.
Income
Halloween Disco
Christmas Tea Dance
Valentine Disco
Summer Ball
100 club
Film Night
Bag2School
Total:

£-61.81 (big tuck shop spend)
£923.06
£463.93
£711.52
£152.50
£129.36
£75.20

Total earnings: £2455.57
Thank you
We have had great support from Mrs. McKay and all the teachers, for which we are very grateful. A special
thank you also goes to Mrs. Bunting and Mrs. Millar who have been very supportive with the administration
of ticket sales and communication between the group and the school. A big thank you goes to Steve
Kirkland for being such a big help in setting up the events.
Outlook 2017-18
We are hoping that parents from the younger year groups will take an active part in our group to share the
work load and the fun. We welcome anybody who is interested and brings diversity to the group.
The Christmas Market and the Summer Ball are the only events that bring the whole school together,
including the parents. We would like to extent the community aspect of the work we do and want to appeal
to volunteers to come forward with ideas and support.
Janett Morton
October 2017

Unrestricted

